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Session Goals 

• Position yourself within the body of knowledge in 

your field 

• Find and use free resources to find articles 

• Contact scholars directly to get articles.  

• Organize the information you find into a coherent 

review.  

• Avoid plagiarism 



Looking for a niche 

• Applied Linguistics = identifying an unmet 
real world need … 

• … using insights from linguistics to solve it 

• “There’s already something on everything” 

• “No one has ever done this so I will do it” 

• Not everything that can be described is 
worth describing! 



Unique overlap approach 

“People have 
studied 
Somalian 
Somalis, and 
American 
Somalis, but 
never 
Canadian 
Somalis” 

Why is it 
worth 
doing? 

“People have 
studied Somalian 
Somali language 
socialization and 
American Somali 
families, but never 
American  Somali 
language 
socialization” 



Russian-Korean-English Facebook 
posts are interesting 

• “Not everything that is describable is worth 
describing” 

• What key discussions might this involve?  

–New media language 

–Trilingual, triorthographic, triparalingual 

–Nationless people groups 

–Diaspora Koreans 



New media and 
trilingualism New Media 

language 

Nationless 
populatio

ns 
Trilingual 
behavior 

New media and 
virtual nationality 

Translanguaging as 
anti-nationalism 

1 2 
3 

Three ways to “sell” this research.   Three parts of Lit Review, 
three sets of implications. 



Applicability  
(external validity) 

• Can the unique aspects of your product be 
extended to other fields?  
– My unique assessment for population X can be 

used with populations Y, Z, and W with 
minimal adjustments, improving on what 
already exists 

– My analysis shows that X is important in 
setting Y.  X might also be important in 
settings A, B and C. 



New media 
and 

trilingualism 
New Media 
language 

Nationless 
populatio

ns 
Trilingual 
behavior 

New media and 
virtual 

nationality 

Translanguaging 
as anti-

nationalism 

Changing understanding of larger 
sets 



The Literature Review 

Why do we do it? 

 

•Understand the topic 

•Develop your own ideas 

•Demonstrate knowledge 

•Understand your intellectual 
heritage 



The Literature Review 

Sources 
 

• Academic books 

• Peer-reviewed journal articles 

• Conference proceedings 

•NOT general-audience material 
unless there is a good reason 



Structure of The Literature 



Store your literature! 

• Refworks.com (30-day free trial) 

• Endnote.com (30-day free trial) 

• Zotero.com  - Totally free (less powerful) 



Citations 

• In-text paraphrasing rather than quotation shows that 

you are able to synthesize what you have read.  

• Cite anything that is not general knowledge. If you 

find it in five or more sources, no need to cite. 

• When in doubt, cite! Your editor will tell you when it 

is not necessary.  

 



The Literature Review 

Organizing 

• 1) Is the literature review organized chronologically or 
by topic? Is the writer clear about which approach is 
being used in the review? 

• 2) Does the writer use headings or paragraph breaks to 
show distinctions in the groups of studies under 
consideration? 

• 3) Does the writer explain why certain groups of studies 
(or individual studies) are being reviewed by drawing a 
clear connection to his or her topic? 

 
• Galvan, Jose L. Writing Literature Reviews: A Guide for Students of the Social and Behavioral Sciences. Los 

Angeles: Pyrczak Publishing, 1999. Print.  

 



The Literature Review 

Organizing 

• 4) Does the writer make clear which of the studies 
described are most important?  

• 5) Does the writer cover all important areas of 
research related to his or her topic?  

• 6) Does the writer use transitions and summaries to 
move from one study or set of studies to the next?  

• 7) By the end of the literature review, is it clear why 
the current research is necessary? 

 

 

 



The Literature Review  

Showing the Gaps 

1) Does the review mentions flaws, gaps, or shortcomings 
of specific studies or groups of studies? 

2) Does the author point out areas that have not yet been 
researched or have not yet been researched sufficiently? 

3) Does the review demonstrate a change over time or 
recent developments that make the author’s research 
relevant now? 

4) Does the author discuss research methods used to study 
this topic and/or related topics? 

5) Does the author clearly state why his or her research is 
necessary? 

 



Where to find literature? 



Where to find literature? 

• Free resources: elibraryusa.state.gov 

• Window on America centers 

 



More Free Resources 

 

• JSTOR - read only access 

• Directory of Open Access Journals 

• Academia.edu   

• Research foundations – reference lists 

• Google Scholar 

• Google Books 

• ArXiv.org - Hard sciences  

http://about.jstor.org/rr
http://about.jstor.org/rr
http://about.jstor.org/rr
http://about.jstor.org/rr
http://about.jstor.org/rr
https://doaj.org/
https://doaj.org/
http://academia.edu
http://scholar.google.com
http://scholar.google.com
http://books.google.com
http://books.google.com
http://ArXiv.org


University Press Rooms 





How to find people in your field 

• Petersons.com - directory of academic programs 

 





Contact the author directly 

Dear Dr. X, 

I read with interest the abstract of your article "Lorem 

Ipsum." I am a researcher in the X department at Y 

institution in L’viv, Ukraine and we currently lack 

access to the full-text version of X Journal. I would be 

very appreciative if you could send me a copy. It would 

help me greatly with my research into (specific topic.) 

Sincerely, 

 

 























Thank you for your attention! 
Lisa Weiss 

lisaweiss70@gmail.com 


