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CB. TOMA AKBIHCBHKHI ITPO OCTATOYHY METY JIIOACBKOI'O KUTTS
B CYMI TEOJIOI'II, I-11

B cmammi pozensnymo noaisou cepeonvosgiunozo ¢inocogha i bozocnosa Tomu Axgincobkoeo
Ha OCMAamoyHy Memy JII0OCbK020 ICHYBAHHA mMa il 3HAYeHHs w000 y4acmi TOOUHU 6 CYCHiLIbHO-
NOJITMUYHOMY dHcummi. ABmop 8UC8imaioe po3yMiHHs e80AUMOHIL AK IHKIAIO3UBHOI Memu JII0OCLKO20
ICHYBAHHA, KA OXONIIOE BCI 8UOU OA2, 00 AKUX THOOCHKI NPUPOOHI NPACHEHHs CKePOBAHI 3apaou
Hux camux. [lops0 3 po3pisHeHHAM HeOOCKOHAN020 i OOCKOHANI020 WACM, NOOAEMbCA KPUMUYHULL
posenad noanadie Tomu Ha noxanizayiro npasousoco wjacms y OisIbHOCMI MeopemuyHo20 po3ymy
ma nizHaeanbHo2o cnoausioanns boscecmeennoi Cymnocmi.

Kniwwuosi cnosa: esoavimonis, wacms, a00CbKa Npupood, cnoisioaumHs, udechoma, boe,
cycninbemao, noaimuyne sxcumms, Toma AKGIHCbKULL.

BinpuricTh CycninbHUX MHUCIUTENIB, CKOpIIIE YChOT0, MOroAuaacs 0 3 TBEpHKEHHIM, IO 3
MIPUXO0JIOM XPUCTUSHCTBA Y CBIT CTAIKCS 3HAYHI 3MiHU B PO3YMiHHI CYCHIUIBHHUX CIIPAB 1 BiIMOBIIHO
KpUTEPIiB OLIHKH KOHKPETHUX 1CTOPUYHUX MPOSBIB CYCHIILHOTO ¥ MOMITUYHOTO KUTTS. HaBpsin uu
noaioHoT 3rou cepen hitocodiB MOKHA JOCATTH MO0 IXHBOT OIMIHKH SKOCTI ITUX 3MiH Ta e(eKTy,
10 HOT0 CIIPaBUIIO XPUCTUSHCTBO HA CYCHUIBbHI MPOLIECH Ta X PO3YMiHHS.

3 otHOTO OOKY, IOMIUPEHHIA TTOTIISA, 1110, 3MICTUBIN OCHOBHI TYpOOTH JIFOJICHKOTO JKHUTTS B
M103a3€MHY PeaJIbHICTh, XPUCTHSIHCTBO M0O30aBHIIO CYTO CBITChKE iICHYBAHHS JIIOIMHU BHYTPILIIHHOTO
3Ha4eHHs Ta WiHHOCTI. [Ipw 1bOMYy TBEpIATH, IO XPUCTUSHCTBO TPAKTYE JIIOJCHKE iICHYBaHHS y
CBITI 1 Hioro 6a30Bi MposiBU a00 K 3acid I JOCATHEHHS SIKOICh BHIIIHBOI II1T1 @00 SIK OOTSHKIMBUIN
TATap, SIKOr0 MOXHA 1 Tpeba Mmo30yTHcs Ha NULIXY PpeNiridiHoi NMpakTHKH. [HIMMH cloBamu,
CyCIIUJIbHA JIIUCHICTH, sIKA HE Ma€ MPSMOTO BIAHOIICHHS JI0 BUIIHHOTO TOKJIMKAHHS JIIOJMHH, HE
BapTa yBaru.

3 iHmoro OOKy, MOXXHA HAIITOBXHYTUCS Ha 1HIIY KpalHICTh B NOMIAJaX Ha CYCHUIbHE
3HAYEHHS XPUCTUSHCHKOI HOBHHH, 3T1IHO 3 SKUMH XPUCTUSHCHKHUN CBITOTIIAN 1 MPaKTUKY
OTOTOKHIOIOTH 13 CYCHUIBHHUM 1 MOJITUYHUM SKUTTAM Ta iXHIMU 3aKOHaMHM (DYHKLIOHYBaHHS i
po3BuTKy. [loniOHy TOYKY 30py YOCOOINIO€ PI3HOBH TEOJOTil BU3BOJICHHS, B SKiM XPUCTHSHCHKA
BICTKA CIIACIHHS PO3IJISIIAETHCS MEpPEAyCiM B KaTEropisiX COLIalbHOI YU MOJITHYHOI NMpOorpamu
NIEPETBOPEHHS JIIO/ICBKOT0 ICHYBAaHHS Yy CBITI.

OO6unBa MigXOAW Y BUCBITICHHI XPUCTUSHCHKOTO PO3YMIHHS CYCHUIBHOTO 1 MOJIITUYHOIO
KUTTS € XUOHUMU. Po3risiHeMo, sIKy BIANOBiAb Ha HaIlly AuieMy Mir 6u natu Toma AKBIHCBHKHH, a
TUTSL ITHOTO 3BEPHEMOCS 710 HOTO TIOTIISA/IIB Ha KiHIIEBY METY JIFOJICBKOTO KHTTI.

1. Apucmomens npo e60aUMOHIIO AK OCMAMOUHY MEMY JII0OCHLKO20 HCUMMA

OnHMM 3 TOJIOBHHX 3aIliKaBJICHb AHTHYHOI €THYHOI JYMKH OyJIO BCTAHOBJICHHS JIOCTATHIX Ta
HEOOXITHUX YMOB, 32 SIKUX JIIOJICBKE KUTTA MOXHA Ou Oyno BBaKaTW TaKuM, IO BigOyrocs, mo-
JIIOJICBKHA CTIIOBHCHHM 1 BJIUM. [HIIMMHU CIIOBaMH, CTapoOJaBHI MHCIUTEIN MParHy/Id BH3HAYWTH,
0 CKJIAJa€ 3MICT e80alMOHii, TOOTO CIIOBHEHOI'O JIOJICHKOrO JKHUTTS. 3alliKaBJICHHS KiHIIEBOIO
METOI0 JIIOJICHKOTO ICHYBaHHS IepeOyBae TaKOX B IEHTPl yBaru €TUYHUX po3ayMiB Tomu
AKBIHCBKOT'O i Hajjae iM XapaKTEepHOI €THOCTI.



Ockinbkn Toma 3 AKBiHY B SIKOMYCh CEHCI mepeiiMae ApHCTOTENeBEe BU3HAYCHHS IIACTS
abo eBraifMOHI1, BapTO CIOYATKy KOPOTKO PO3TJISHYTH 3MICT 1 3HaYEHHSI [LOTO MOHSTTS HA OCHOBI
«HikomaxoBoi etuku» Apucrorens. Ha camomy nouatky cBoei kuuru [2, 1,7] rpeupkuii dizocod
nae ¢bopMalibHe BHU3HAYEHHS TOTO, IO BiH PO3yMi€ IIiJl eBIaiMoHi€r0. [ HbOrO macTs €, mo-
Mepire, OCTaTOYHOI IIULTIO0 JIFOJCHKOTO TpPAarHeHHs, a, MO-Ipyre, CaMOJOCTATHIM 1 HaWOiIbII
JOCKOHAJIMM 0J1arom, Koro rparte JroAHHa.

Hepinko BBakawTh, 10 APUCTOTENCBE TBEPIKEHHS MPO €BIANMOHIIO SK OCTaTOYHY IIiJIb
OyIb-sKOi JIIOJICEKOT I MIATBEPIKYE MOTO MEePEKOHAHHS, IO ICHYE OJHE-€IMHE JIOJIChKE OJaro
HEMOXiHOI MPUPOAHU, SKE 3[aTHE MOKJIACTH Kpall MpPaKTHYHOMY PO3YMYBAHHIO JIIOJWHU. 3 wi€l
TOYKU 30pYy, BCl iHIII Onara, 0 MOXYTh YBIWTH B cdepy MPaKTUYHOI BaXJIMBOCTI, TMOBHICTIO
BUYEPITYIOTh CBOE 3HAYEHHS K (DYHKIIIT JOCATHEHHS OO OJiara.

HacmpaBai &, 3a1ymMOM ApPHCTOTENSI € BCTAHOBUTH, y YOMY IMOJSTAE [HKIIO3UEHA METa
JIIOACHKOro XUTTS. Ll MeTa #i croci0 ii JOCSATHEHHS MalOTh BiIIOBIIATH TIAHOCTI JIFOACHKOL iICTOTH
caMme SK JIIOJUHH. binbiie Toro, B )KUTTI, HAITOBHEHOMY MParHEHHSAMHU JTOCATTH IIbOTO MPAKTUYHOTO
i7earny, Bce, 4Oro JIOAMHA MparHe 3apajgyd HbOTO caMoro, Oyjie CKiIalaTd HeBiJ €MHY YaCTHHY L€l
IHKJTIO3UBHOI 1 HaWBUIIOI MeTH. ApPHUCTOTENb J00pe YCBITOMIIIOE, IO KOJHE OKpEME JIO/ICHKE
O5aro, HaBiTh BUCTYIAIOYM KIHIIEBOIO MU0 IEBHOTO JIAHIIOTA JIOJACHKUX BOJICBHUSBICHb, B
KIHIICBOMY ITiJICYMKY HE MOK€ caMe 110 co0l JaTh CTBEPIHY BIAMOBIIb HA MUTaHHSA «Uu cTaH peuei,
KU 3acBiuye peainizallito Oyap-SKOro OKpeMoro 6jara BHACIIJOK JIOACHKOTO PIllIEHHS, 3/1aTeH
BITOBHI 33JI0BOJILHUTH JIIOANHY?» JIlHie camogocTaTHe 6y1aro, 3aBAsKH 3/1HCHEHHIO SKOTO JIFOINHA
y CBOEMY XHUTTI NEpecTae BiquyBaTu MOTpedy B OyIAb-4OMY iHIIOMY, € €IUHUM KaHIUJATOM JIJIsI
BIAMOBIAI Ha 1ie nuTaHHA. Lle camomocTaTHE Ta IHKIIO3MBHE 0JIar0 OXOILIIOE BCI MOXKJIMBI BHJIU
KOHKPETHHX IIUICH 6 cobi abo OJara, 10 SIKUX JIFOJICHKI IPUPOJIHI MParHeHHs CKEPOBaHI 3apaou HUX
camux. | BOHO OXOIUTIOE i Oylara TaKUM YWHOM, IO MICJIS 33JOBOJICHHS BCIX X IparHeHb
JIOZICbKE KUTTS BXkKe Olblie He BiauyBae Opaky Hi B yomy. «L{i1b y cob6i», abo «caMoLiiby, Taka K
«4YECTb, MPUEMHICTh, PO3YM 1 BCl YECHOTH» 31 cmucky Apwucrorens [2, 1,7], monuna obupae
YaCTKOBO 3apajy Hei camoi, OCKIJIbKM BOHA € KIHIEBOIO IUIII0, 1 YAaCTKOBO 3apajy eBJaiMOHIi,
OCKIJIBKH BOHA € 11 yacmunoro. 3B'1I30K MK IACTAM 1 TAKOKO CAMOLIULIIO HIKOJIM HE Ma€ XapakTepy
3B’A3Ky MDK MeETO0 1 3acobom 11 peamizamii. Cama eBJaiiMOHIS JOCATA€THCS TUIBKU LUIIXOM
peaizailii TOBHOTO Ha0Opy TakWX KiHIEBUX a00 0a30BuUX Ojar sik mnuien y cobi. Tak mpuxoaumo a0
(opManbHOrO 03HAUYEHHS eBAalMOHII Ta 11 (OpMaTBbHOIrO 3MICTY, 110 HOTO 3HAXOANMO Y TBOpaX sIK
Apucrotens, Tak 1 ToMu AKBIHCBKOTO.

2. Toma Axeincokuii npo boza ak ocmamouny memy 1100cbK020 Hcumms

Toma 3 AkBiHY, SIK 1 ApUCTOTENb, BIAKUIAE, SIK IPETEHCHTIB HA HATIOBHEHHS 3MICTOM MPaBIUBOTO
1 JOCKOHAJIOTO JIroichkoro macts, (1) 3oBHimmHI 61ara GopTyHH, Taki sk OaraTcTBO, YeCTh, CIaBa,
Brnana; (2) tutecHi Onara, Taki SK 3/I0pOB’s, Kpaca, TulecHa cuia; (3) 3amoBoJieHHsA. BosominHs
UMM OJlaraMu HEe MOK€ TIOCIY>KUTH Hi TOJIOBHUM, HI 3aCalHUYUM eJeMeHTOM ImacTs. [Ipu mpomy
o0ujBa MHCIUTEN HE 3alepedyroTh, L0 Il Ojara sK Taki € OaKaHUMHU 1 MOXKYTb CHpPHSTH
JOACBKOMY IIACTIO, Xal 1 B AEUI0 APYTOpsAHHMA Cr1ociO, SKIO MOPIBHATU 3 THM, IO CKIIAAAE SIPO
CTIPaBXHBOTO IIACTSI.

Po3srnsiHeMo HaiOLIbII BU3HAUHY BIAMIHHICTD MK (inocodamu. Apucrorenb BOaYae CyTh
IIaCTsl B HETEPEPBHIN 1 O€3MepemKoaHIN [ii, MO0 31HCHIOETHCS 3TIIHO 13 3acajlaMu YECHOTH. 3a
YEeCHOTY APHUCTOTENb MpUIMaE K MOpPaIbHY, TaK 1 IHTENEKTyalbHYy JOCKoHamicTe. Ha mpoTtuBary
no uporo, Toma 3 AKBIHY CTBEpIUKYE, IO OCTATOYHE IIACTS JIIOJWHU HE MOXKE IOJIATaTH B
BOJIOJIIHHI OylaraMu Jymn 4u B3aranii OyJab-sIKHMH COTBOpeHMMH Omaramu. Tinmeku cam bor i
nepeOyBaHHs B Hpbomy Moxe OyTu 3MICTOM JIIO/IChKOTO IMIacTs. B crnornsanbHiid ennocti 3 borom
SK BIYHMM JIKEPEJIOM yci€l mpaBau, 100pa i OyTTs JoJchka 0c00a MOKe OCSATHYTH CBOE MPABIUBE



mactg abo e, mo ToMa Ha3uBae NOCKOHAIUM OnaxkeHcTBOM. [I[o OinbIle, Take HOCKOHAJE IIACTS
HEMOJKJIMBO OCSITHYTH B LIbOMY JKUTTI.

[1106 oGrpyHTYyBaTH 110 TYMKY, ToMa AKBIHCHKHIA BiIIITOBXYETHCS BiH HOHATTS PUPOIHOL
CXMJIBHOCTI 200 MPUPOAHOro Oa’kaHHSA. 3 OHTOJOTIYHOI TOUKH 30pYy, KOXKHA ICTOTa Ma€ MPUPOIHE
OakaHHA TOBHOTH CBOTO OYyTTS BIAMOBIAHO 10 cBoe€i mpuponu. Ilpupoane OakaHHS JIOIUHH
nmo3HaueHe ii ayxoBHicTio. [ Tomm 3acaHMU0I0 O3HAKOIO JYXOBHOI ICTOTH € ii iHTEHIliliHA
BIIKPHUTICTh Ha TOTAJBHICTH OYTTS, SIKa B IMEPIIy YEpPry HPOSBISAETHCS B 3JaTHOCTI JIIOAMHU 0
nmizHaHHsA. Ha OCHOBI 1i€i TyXOBHOI BIIKPUTOCTI BUHHMKAE MPUPOHE OakaHHsS OpaTH y4dacTh B ITiH
TOTAIBHOCTI OyTTs1, 00 TOYHIIIE, 3aBASKH 3HAHHIO B IKOMYCh CEHCI «CTaBaTW» I[I€I0 TOTAIBHICTIO.
[Tpupoane GakaHHA 3HATH 1 PO3YMITH BCE CyIIE KyJIbMiHY€ B IparHeHH! Mi3HABaJbHO 30arHYyTH
OCTaTOYHY MiACTaBy BChOrO OyTTS B HOro CyTHOCTI. SIK JyXOBHa iCTOTa, JIIOJAMHA MEPBUHHO
CIIPSIMOBAHA y CBOEMY IIPAarHEHHI Mi3HAHHA Ha IPUYUHY BCHOTO OYTTH.

[Ilacts € craHoM, y SKOMY JIIOJMHA B SIKMICh CIOCIO OBOJIOAIBAE BCiMa 00’€KTaMH CBOIX
npupoaHUX Oakanb. He 3amumaerbes OUIbINE HIYOTO, IO MOTJIa OW MparHyTH W NIyKAaTH IIaciIuBa
moguHa. Tox, Ha Aymky Tomu, «SKIO, OTXKe, JIOJCHKHA pPO3yM, Mi3HAIOYU CYTh SIKOTOCh
COTBOpEHOTO e(eKTy, mi3Hae moao0 bora He OinbIne Toro, wo Bin €, 3m100yTa HUM TOCKOHAIICTH IIIe
He o3Hauae, mo [lepmonpuunHa craga JOCSHKHOIO, 1 B pO3yMi 3alIMIIAE€ThCA MPUPOJIHE Oa’kaHHS
IIyKaTH TPUYMHY. 3BiJICH, BiH IIe HE € JOCKOHaNo maciuBuM. OTxke, moO OyTH TOCKOHAIIO
IIAaCTUBUM, pO3yM MOBUHEH Jocarté camy CytHicTth [lepmonpuunnmy (TyT 1 Jami nepexian mMi —
T.Jl)|[1,1-1I, q.3, a.8].

binbiie Toro, ToMa AKBIHCHKHI HABOAUTH apIYMEHTH, LIO 1€ MPUPOAHE OaKaHHS JTIOAUHU
HE MOXe OyTH 3a/I0BOJICHE B IIbOMY JKUTTi. 3 OJHOTO OOKY, ’KOJHE 3 OKPEMHX 3eMHHUX Oar, aHi
CyMa BCiX Takux OJlar HEe MOXXe 3aMIHUTH co00r0 bora sik ocTaTO4YHy LiJb JIFOJCEKUX Oa)kaHb. 3
1HIIOTO OOKY, JOCTYITHHM JFOJCHKIN iCTOTI 3B'S30K 3 BOorom y mipomy KHTTiI € HaaTO 30iMHEHUN i
HE/IOCTaTHIM, 100 3acmokoiTH i mpupojHe OakaHHs ICTHHM, JoOpa 1 Oyrrsa. Hi mi3HaHHA
[Tepmonpuuunu, 3100yTe Ha PinocodchbkuxX NUIAXaxX, HI Mi3HaHHS bora 3a mocepeaHHUIITBOM Bipu
HE CIIPOMO’KH1 JIOCKOHAJIO OIIACIUBUTH JIIOUHY.

Toma AKBIHCBKHI BBaXkae, 1110 peali3ylouu CBOI IHTENEKTYaJbHI CIIPOMOXKHOCTI Y 3100yTT1
TEOPETUYHOI0 3HAHHA JIIOACbKa 0co0a aKTyalli3ye CBOIO HaMBHIY JIOCKOHANICTh SIK JyXOBHA
ictota. Ha Horo nymky, po3ymMoBa Hpupojia JIIOJAWHU Tposiisie cede nBosiko. Ilo-mepire, po3ym
MOJKE 3al04aTKyBaTH JisUIbHICTh, B 3[IHICHEHHI SIKOT BiH 3aJIMIIA€THCS B SKOMYCh 3HAU€HHI caM 31
cobor0 abo 3 TUM, IO MOAIOHE MO0 HHOrO. TakuM YMHOM BIiH 3/IaT€H aKTyali3yBaTH Te, IO
3aKJIaJieHe B HbOMY SIK MOXKJIUBICTb. Y TakoMy pasi HAEThCS MO JIIOJICHKY 3AaTHICTh 0 Mi3HAHHS i
cniornsiganns. [lo-npyre, po3yM MOXe BTPYTUTHCS B IIOCHh MPAKTHYHO, B IIIOCh, 1110 B SIKOMYCh CEHCI
€ 4y)KUM 1 30BHILIHIM I110J10 HBOTO. TyT po3yM Bupaxae cebe y crpoOi BIOPAAKYBATH 1 0OPMUTH
«3 pO3yMOM», TOOTO BIANOBIAHO 10 Mi3HAHOI MpaBay, el uyxuil marepian. Tak po3yM BHSBIISE
CBOIO TPAKTUYHY 3/IaTHICTh BHUpaXEHHs B MaTepianbHi cdepi 30BHImHBOro cBity. Lleit Tun
TISUTBHOCTI 3aliMae HIDKYMH 11abenb B i€papxii, Ha TyMKy TOMH, OCKIJIBKU 32 O3HAYEHHSIM Ma€ 3a
nepeayMOBY /7S CBOET J1ii 1 BUSIBY ICHYBaHHS Ti1a. 3 IHIIOr0 OOKY, NEPUIMHA THI TiSUIBHOCTI pO3yMy
Ma€, Tak OM MOBHUTH, CYTO TyXOBHHUM XapaKTep 1 OTXKE MUTOMO BIAMOBIZAE JIOIWHI SK AYyXOBHIN
ictoti. Tox mockoHalne 6J1aKEHCTBO JIFOAMHH TOBUHHO TOJIATAaTH B HAUTIOBHINIOMY 3/11iICHEHHI HOTO
HaWBHIIIOI 3a TIHICTIO TISTTBHOCTI, CIPSIMOBAHOT HA HAWBUIIMM 32 T1AHICTIO 00’ €KT i€l AiSUTBHOCTI.
Ile Mo>xe cTaTuCs TUTBKU B aKTi JOACHKOrO criorisiganHs boxectBenHoi CyTHOCTI.

Slkiio 1305r0BaTH 111 TBEPDKEHHS BiJ IHIMUX po3ayMiB ToMH, MOXKE CKJIACTHCS BpaKEHHS,
10 THUTaHHS INACTs JIIOAMHU HE MOBHHHO HABITh PO3MIAATHUCSA M03a KOHTekcToMm LlepkBu Ta ii
pemniriiinoro xuttsa. Yu Toma nponarye uepHeuuit i7ean jroAcbkoro icHyBaHHA? Skmio 6 BiH OyB
NpaBUM Yy LIMX MIPKYBAaHHSX, UM HE CTAa€ BCE MpaKmMuyHe KUTTSA JIOAUHU SIKIIO W HE IUIKOM
0e3rIy3IuM, TO MPUHANMHI HE HACTUIHKU BKIIUBUM, SIK BCl 3BUKJIU AyMaTu?



3. Toma Ak@iHcbKUIL NPO HEOOCKOHALY 1I OOCKOHAIY €60AlMOHII0

OnHuM 3 HaAWOLIBII KOPUCHHUX JJIS NPABUIBHOI OIIHKM PO3YMIHHS 3MICTy 1 3HAYEHHS XHUTTS
JIF0JICbKOT 0co0u B etuili ToMu AKBIHCBKOTO € HOTO PO3pI3HEHHS MIXK HeOOCKOHANUM 1 OOCKOHAIUM
mactsam moauau. «Illlo x o moael, 3an1ekHO BiJ CTaHy iXHBOTO JKHUTTS, iXHBOIO OCTATOYHOIO
JOCKOHAJIICTIO € Ta Jisl, uyepe3 Ky JIOAMHA NOeAHYeThes 3 borom: g ais, ogHak, He Moxe OyTu
HEMEePepBHOIO, 1, BIIMOBIHO, HE € TUILKH OJHIEI0 €0, OCKUTLKH BOHA MIOMHOXKYETHCS BHACIIJIOK
po3puBiB. 3 1€l X NPUYMHM, B TENEPILIHBOMY CTaHI JKMTTA JOCKOHAJE ILACTS 3aJMIIAE€THCS
HEIOCSDKHUM JUIsl JIOAWHU. 3BiAcK BUIUIMBAE, YoMy Dimocod, po3milnyrouu JIIOACHKE MIACTS Y
[IbOMY >KUTTi, TOBOPHUTD TIJIbKU PO HEIOCKOHAJIE IIACTS, a MICJIsl JOBFOro OOTOBOPEHHS 3aBEPILYE:
Mu Ha3MBaEMO JIIOJIEH IIACIMBUMH, Ta TIIbKH Mo-moackku» [ 1, I-11, q.3, a.2, ad.4]. 3 uuroBanoro
YPUBKY MOKHA 3pOOUTH BHCHOBOK, 110 TOoMa MpUITUCYE APUCTOTEIIO BXXUTOK MOHATTS €BAAWMOHISA
y TOMY CEHCi, B SIKOMY BIH Ha3MBa€ HOro HEJOCKOHAJIUM ILACTSIM. «Y CBOIH KHM31 IPO E€THUKY
dinocod posrisgae HEAOCKOHAIE MIACTS, 110 MOTO MOYKHA OCATHYTH B mboMy kuTTi» [1, I-1I, q.3,
a.6, ad.1]. Takum 4yMHOM, HEJOCKOHAJIE OJIAXKEHCTBO NepedyBae LIJIKOM y HAIIUX CHUJIAX.

Toma AKBIHCBHKHI HE Ma€ HaMipy POTHCTABIISITH JOCKOHAJIE 1 HEIOCKOHAE OJIAXKEHCTBO. Y
CBOEMY pO3pI3HEHHI BiH HAroJIOIIy€ Ha «iJei PO3BUTKY Ta y4acTi, 1 BIAMOBIJHO MEPMaHEHTHOTO
3MICTOBHOTO 3B’SI3KYy 1 CIOPiIHEHOCTI MK JBOMa (opMaMM IIACTS». 3TIAHO 3 XPUCTUSHCHKUM
NEPEKOHAHHSAM, CKIHYEHHE HE MOKe€ OyTH 3HELIHEHE YW 3HUINEHE HECKIHYEeHHUM, a pajule
nepeOyBa€e y 3MiCTOBHOMY BiIHOIICHHI 10 HhOTO. Lleli 3B'SI30K € BIIHOIICHHSM y4YacTi 1 3aTHOCTI
OyTH BIOCKOHAJEHMM HECKIHYEHHHMM. Bce, 110 B TenepiliHbOMY JKUTTI Ma€ 3MICTOBHE 3HAYCHHS
JUI IACTS JIFOJICBKOT 0coOH, JocsbkHOro B Status viae, 30epeke CBOE 3HAUCHHS B KOHTEKCTI
HECKIHYE€HHOT'0 IPU3HAYECHHS JIIOIUHH.

MoxHa BKa3aTh Ha IHIIy NPUYUHY, YOMY HEJOCKOHAJle OJIAXXEHCTBO € TPUPOJHUM
COIO3HMKOM HaJanpupoaHoro Onaxencrsa. Yacro Toma AKBIHCBKMI ONUCYE CTaH IACTS B TEPMiHAX
JIIOJICBKOTO CIIOBHEHHS 1 MOBHOI JIOCKOHAJIOCT1 JIOACHKOI nmpupoau. [IpuponHo 3pobutu 3 1poro
BHCHOBOK, 1110 BCE, 1110 CMPaBi 37jaTHE BJOCKOHAIUTH JIFOJCbKY IMPUPOJTY, Xal sIK HEOCKOHANO0, He
MOXe OyTH B MPOTHPIUYl [0 TOTO, IO €JAWHE CIOPOMOXKHE JTOBECTH JIIOJUHY 10 TOBHOT
JOCKOHAJOCTI 11 OyTTa. JItoackka mpupoja Ta ii JOCKOHANICTh € A ToMH roJIOBHUM 00’ € THYIOUHM
MIPUHITATIOM TATJIOCTH 1 TAPMOHIT MI>K HEJJTOCKOHAJIMM 1 JIOCKOHAJIUM IIACTSIM.

4. Toma AKeincoKuit npo cK1a006i HEOOCKOHAN020 WACMA JIIOOUHU

Toma 3 AkBiHY BBaXkae, II0 «HEJOCKOHAJE MLIACTs, JOCSKHE Yy I[bOMY JKUTTI, JIFOJMHA 37JaTHa
3100yTH BIACHUMH NPUPOTHUMH CHUIIAMH, TaK CaMo SIK YECHOTY, B JIii AIKOi il mondrae e macts» [ 1,
I-11, q.5, a.5c]. Slkumu € Ti 4ecHOTH, IO 3 HHUX CKIIAJAETHCS JIIOAChKE HETOCKOHae macts? Sk
BIJIIITYKATH Ti 1[I JIFOJICKKOTO MPArHEHHS, SIKi OM MOTJIM MOCIY>KUTH OJIaroM YeCHOT 1 CKJIaJJOBUMHU
JIIOJICEKOrO IIacTsa?

Toma AKBIHCBKHIA, SIK 1 ApUCTOTENb, BBAXKAE, III0 CaMe 3AATHICTh MPAKTUYHOTO PO3YMiHHS
3/1aTHA 11eHTU(IKYBaTH MOPaJIbHI YECHOTH K L1JIi, 3T1JHI 3 MPUPOJHOIO CXHIIBHICTIO JIoaAuHuU. Lle
PO3YMiHHS BiH apTUKYIIOE B MEPIIUX MPUHIUIAX MPAKTHYHOTO PO3yMy ab0 MpUITUCAX TPUPOIHOTO
npaBa. [IpupoaHe mpaBo cTOCyeThCs TUX OJar, MO iX MPUPOTHO Oaxkae JIOIWHA 1 AKI CTAlOTh
BIIACTHBUMH 00’ €KTaMH I MPUPOIHUX CXUIIBHOCTEH. binmble Toro, iepapXiuHuil MOPSAIOK cepen
MPUIKCIB MPUPOJHOIO IpaBa BIANOBIIAE MOPAIKY JIOACHKUX MPHUPOJHUX CXuibHOCTe. Beil i
NPUPOJIHI JIFOJICBKI Ojara € KiHIEBUMHU 1 HE3BOJUMHMHM. bpak sSKOroch 3 HHUX PIBHOLIHHHUH 10
MeBHOTO Ae(eKTy, OUIbIIE UM MEHIIE BaroMoro, B TMOBHOTI JOCKOHAJIOCTI JIFOJICBKOTO IIACTSI.
3BICHO, CEpHO3HICTH LHOTO JAe(PEKTY BIAMNOBIAAa€ BaKIMBOCTI BiICYyTHBOTO OJiara.

Toma AKBIHCHKUI MOJA€ TAKUM MEPENTIK KIHIEBUX L1JIeH:



(1) Bci Onara, siKi «BiAMOBITAIOTH MPHUPOII, IO ii JIOJUHA TOAUISE 3 IHIIMMH CYOCTaHIIISIMU,

TOOTO BCE T€, IO CIIPHUsie 30€PEKEHHIO 1 MIATPUMAHHIO JIIOJICBKOTO OYTTS 1 )KUTTS;

(2) «peui, SKi CTOCYIOThCS TIOJUHH OiMbIN crielu(igyHO, BIAMOBIAHO A0 TIi€l MPUPOIH, MO il

JIOIMHA TIOAUISIE 3 THIIMMH TBapHUHAMH, SIK-OT CTaTeBl CTOCYHKH, BUXOBAHHS HAIIAJIKiB 1

T.J.%;

(3) Oumara, siKi MpUTaMaHHI JIFOAWHI K PO3YMHIHN ICTOTI, SK-OT IPHUPOJHA CXWJIBHICTh JIIOJUHU

«mi3HaBaTH icTuny npo bora i xutH B cycninbeti» [1, I-11, .94, a.2¢];

(4) «m0 1€ MopadbHUX CIIJ  JOJYYMTH IIUN  1HTEJIEKTyaJbHHUX YECHOT; 3BIJICH,

IHTENeKTyallbHI YeCHOTH TaKi, IK MyJpicTh, HayKa i1 po3yminus» [1, I-11, q.57, a.2c].

Bumno, mo Toma AKBIHCHKHI BOayae B CYCHUIBHOMY iCHYBaHHI JIFOAMHH OJHY 3 ii
MPUPOJHUX IIUJICH AYXOBHOTO XapakTepy, NPUHAICKHY JO JIFOACHKOIO IacTs. [HIMUMHU ClIOBaMH,
JOJIChKE CYCHUIBCTBO € IPUPOIHUM, BOHO HAmepe ] BU3HAUYCHE JIFOJICHKOI0 TPUPOJIOI0 1 3HAXOIUTh
y Hili CBOIO OCHOBY 1 OOTpyHTYBaHHS. BijbIe TOro, OCKiJIbKH JIFOJACHKA MPUPOJIa COTBOpeHa borom,
BUIUIMBAE, 110 CTBOPHBILH 1i caM bor mo6axas JI10IChKE CYCIIJIBCTBO.

JIroaceki mii mig KEpiBHUIITBOM MOPAJIBLHUX YECHOT 3HAXOAATh CBOE NMUTOME M HAMOUIBII
MPUPOJHE BUPAKECHHS CaM€ B CYCIUIBHOMY 1 TOJMITUYHOMY KUATTI. Tak BUpWHAE OJUH 3 HAHOLIBII
3acaJHUYMX B3a€MO3B’A3KIB MK HEJJOCKOHATNM OJa’KEHCTBOM 1 CYCIIJIbHO-TIOMITUYHUM 33 iTHHAM
moauan. nersest npo Te, Ha M0 APHUCTOTENh 3BEpTaE€ yBary HampuKiami cBoei «HikoMaxoBoi
eTuKn». Tak BUTISAAE, 110 JTIOJCHKE IACTS €, Ha TyMKY ApPHCTOTeNs, HallBU3HAYHIIIUM 00’ €KTOM
noJiTH4HOI TypOOTH. BOHO TOCTaE sik HaWOUIbII 3acaaHuya miacrasa (raison d’étre) moniTHYHOTO
KUTTSA 1 AlsIbHOCTI. «OTpUMaTH MPAaBWIIBHUM BHUIIKIJ YECHOTH 3 IOHAIBKUX JIIT CKIIAJIHO, Xi0a 1110
JIOJIMHA BUXOBYETHCS I/ BIUIMBOM IPABWIBHHUX 3aKkoHiB» [2, 1179b, 32-3]. Xowa wacto sroau
BXOJIATh B CYCIUIbHI ¥ MONITUYHI CTOCYHKH OJIMH 3 OJTHUM 3 METOI0 OTPUMATH MEBHY KOPHUCTH YU
MPUEMHICTD BiJl iHIINX, CYCHUIbHE W TOJITHYHE KUTTA Yy CBOIM MpPaBOUBiil 1 HE3BOAMMIN MPHUPOII
MpU3HAYEHEe AJI TOro, MO0 CHOPHATH 1 TJIEKaTH JIOJChKE IAcTs, JTOTOMAaraTv JIOAUHI OCSTHYTH
OCTaTOYHY METY 11 JKUTTH.

Came TyT MOYMHAEN PO3YMITH BaXKIMBICTH INACTS K CHUIBHOrO OJylara BCi€l JIIOJICHKOT
CHIJIBHOTH, SIK OCOOJIMBUYM MPUHIIMI COIIaLHOTO 3TypTyBaHHs. BaxkMBO 1€ pa3 HAroJOCUTH, IO
BU3HAYAIIBHUM €JIEMEHTOM I[LOTO CIIUIBHOTO OJjiara € 4ecHoTa B [ii, TOOTO OJ1aro, sike He MifIsarae
MPUHLIMIIAM KOHKYpPEHIIli 1 32 CBOEK NPUPOJOI0 3/1aTHE OyTH 00’€JHYIOUMM MPUHIMIIOM MIX
JIIOAbMH.

5. Toma AK@iHCbKuUII npo cnoziadanbHe mMa RPAKMUYHE MHCUMMA AK CKAAO08I TH00CbKO20
wacms

HeonnopaszoBo Toma 3 AKBiHY CTBEpPJIKYE, 10 Y CIOTJIAJAHHI Ta 1HTEJICKTYAIbHUX YECHOTaX MU
BTIIIIAEMOCS 3apPOJIKOM TOTO MPABIUBOTO IIACTS, sIKE TOJSATAac y 3HAHHI iCTHHH. BiH Hamonsrae Ha
MEPIIOCTI CIEKYISITUBHOTO PO3yMYy B HEIOCKOHAIOMY OnakeHCTBi: «HemockoHame miacts, ske
MOJKHa 3100yTH TYyT, MOJIATAE MEPEayCiM 1 MPUHIIUIIOBO B CIOIIIAJAHHI, a BXKE MOTIM B OIeparlisax
MPAKTUYHOTO 1HTEJICKTY, IO KePYye JIOJCPKUMH BUYMHKAMH Ta TMPHUCTPACTSIMH, SK II€ 3a3HAYCHO B
Etumi X, 7,8» [1, I-1I, q.3, a.5c]. Cepen iummoro, mepeaymMoBOIO CTBEPAKEHHS IIi€l MEPIIOCTI €
nepekoHaHHsd TomH, 110 «OCTaTOYHE 1 JIOCKOHAJIe LIACTS, SIKe OYIKYEMO B IMPUNHJEHIHBOMY KUTTI,
MoJIATae MITKOBUTO B criornsiaanni» [ 1, I-11, q.3, a.5c].

Takuit Xi7 TyMOK MO CIPaBUTH BPAKCHHS, IO JUIT TOMM TIIBKH CIIOTJIATAIBHE KATTS €
THM, 110 Ma€ 3HayeHHA. HacmpaBii k, BiH 0OroBOpIOE Pi3HI CIOCOOM MPUHAIEKHOCTI YOTOCh JI0
moAcbKoro macTs. CKaXiMo, orepartii JIFOICBKAX YyTTEBUX OPTaHiB MOXYTh HaJEKaTH JIO IIACTS
SK Horo mepenymoBa abo sIK HACIHIiJOK, alie He SIK Horo icToTHa 3a 3MictoMm yactuHa. Illock Moxe
HaJIe)KATH IO IACTS SK BIACTHBUH aKIUACHT, 5K, CKa)XIMO, HACOJIOa, M0 € HACIIAKOM BOJOIIHHS
nockoHamum Omarom [1, I-II, q.2, a.6¢c]. Ha BigmiHy Bix 1bOro, TiJIECHE 3a/JI0BOJICHHA HE € Hi



ICTOTHUM JUIS [IacTs, Hi HOro BJIACTUBUM aKIMJIEHTOM. 3B'S30K 3aJOBOJICHHS 31 LIACTAM €
MOXITHUM JI0 HOTO 3B’SI3KY 3 TIJIOM, SIK€ HAJICKHUTh JIO JIFOJACHKOI JOCKOHAIOCTI «HE 3a CYTTIO, fK 3
HEOOXIHICTIO HANCKUTh 10 HEl Aylna, a K HeoOXigHe Uil 1o0OpoOyTy JIOAWHHU... 3BIJCH CIIAYE,
[0 Xail TUIO i HEe HAJIEKUTh B MEPIIy Yepry 10 JOCKOHAJIOCTI Jitojckkoro I1lacTs, BOHO HaleXUTh
1o Hei y apyry uepry» [1, I-11, q.4, a.6¢].

Xall AKMM € B3a€MO3B’SI30K MDK DPI3HMMHU THUIIAMHU JIOACHKUX Onar, Xall sKOI0 € iXHs
iepapxiyHa CTpPYKTypa 1 BIANOBIAHO iXHS PpENEBAHTHICTh JJS JIFOJACHKOTO IIACTS, BOHU €
3acagHUUYUMU OJaraMu JIIOJUHH, OCTaTOYHO HE3aJIeKHUMH W HENMOXiJHUMH Yy cBOill noOpoti. B
1HIIOMY pa3i, BOHU HE MOTJIH O CIY)XKUTH LUISMH MEPUINX MPUHLIHUIIB MPAKTHYHOTO PO3yMYBaHHS,
aKki, 32 Tomol0, «€ AN MPAaKTUYHOTO PO3YMy THM CaMHM, UMM JUIS PO3YMY CHEKYJISTHBHOTO €
TIepIIi MPUHITUITN CUJIOTICTUKH, OCKUIBKH 1 OJHI, 1 IPYTi € caMOO4YeBUAHUMU npuHIumamuy [1, I-11,
q.4, a.2c].

[lo GinbIne, Bimomo, mo came Toma 3 AKBIHY HaIlOJISITa€ HA €IHOCTI JIFOJACHKO1 MPUPOJIU K
€THOCTI y CKJIAAHOCTI. J[1st HBOTO, JIFOJIChKA 0c00a € YMMOCH OLIBIINM HIK TIJIBKH AYIIEI0, X04a
JyXOBHA JyIlla, 1032 YCSIKUM CYMHIBOM, 3QJIMIIAETHCS B Hild HAWBHUIIOK PEaNbHICTIO. Y TaKOMY
pasi, TOCKOHAIICTh, a00 MAcTs, a00 OCTaTOYHA METa JIIOAMHU MYCUTh MaTH KOMILJICKCHUNA XapaKkTep
TaKOX.

[Ipy npoMy HaleKHUN TOMIYK 1 TMOTBEPIPKEHHS IMX YHCICHHUX Oar, siKi CKJIaJaroTh
JIOJIChKE IIACTSI, MOKJIMBI TIJIbKU 3aBISKH YCBIJOMIICHHIO IXHROTO CTOCYHKY /10 TOTO HAaWBUIIOTO 1
nockoHaroro biara, sike BiIMiHHE Biil HUX yCiX 1 € JpKepesoM Beix iHmmx oOmar. e ycBimomieHHs
criaziae Ha AyMKy JtoauHu B ii crornsganHi bora. Illo Ginbin JOCKOHANOW0 € I CHOTIIsAaIbHA
€nHICTh 3 boroM, TMM OUIBII HAJEKHO 1 JOCKOHAJO JIFOJWHA CIIPOMOKHA TOTBEPAMTH BCi 1HIII
3acagHnyl Onara.

6. Toma AKgincoKkuii npo cycninbHuil i NOAIMUYHUIL GUMIPU TII0OCHKO20 ICHYBANHA

Tenep moxna cnpoOyBatu copmymtoBaTi 6aueHHs TOMHU 100 XPUCTUSHCHKOTO CTaBJIEHHS 10
CYCIJIBHOTO 1 OJITUYHOTO BUMIPIB JIIOJCHKOTO ICHYBaHHS. byso OM MOMUIKOIO BITUUTYBATH HOTO
IYMKH TaK, HiOM BiH OaxaB O, 1mo0 Jroau 3a0yiaM 4M 3HEXTYBAJIM CBOi COLIANbHI M MOMITHYHI
000B’sI3KM TIPU YCBIJIOMJICHHI, 110 € ICTOTHOIO YaCTUHOK iXHHOTO CIPABKHBOTO UM JTOCKOHAJIOTO
macts. bimbiie Toro, cycniibHe i MOJITHYHE KUTTS € BIAKPUTUM JUIsI XPUCTUSHUHA caMe sK
XpUCTHSHWHA. ToMa HE IOTPUMYETBCS JYMKH, IO JIIOJMHA CIYIIHO TYypOyeThCS TaKUMHU
MUTAHHSAMHU TIABKH JI0 TOTO MOMEHTY, IMOKH HE YCBIIOMHUTbH CBOTO HECKIHYEHHOTO MpPU3HAYEHHS.
[ToHsATTS ywyacTi poOUTH 3pO3YMUIMM 1 I[IHHUM 3aJy4Y€HHsS XPUCTHUSHUHA Yy CIIpaBH CYCIIJIBHOTO
KHUTTA 1 HOJMTUKH caMe SIK XpUCTUSAHUHA. TakuM YMHOM, XPUCTHSHCBKUN CBITOIVISAZ HE 3HELIHIOE
CYCIJIBHO-TIOJIITUYHY AISUIBHICTD Y i 3HAU€HHI 1 BaXKJIMBOCT1, HE pOOUTH ii JIMIIE BUMAJKOBOIO YU
9y>KOI0 /111 XpUCTUSHIUHA y HOTO peiriiHii 11eHTHYHOCTI.

BaxnuBo ctBepautu, mo Toma AKBIHCHKMN HE OaquTh MPOTHUPIYYUS MDK PENIriiHUM 1
CYCHUIBHO-TIOJIITUYHUM aHTXYBAaHHAM JIOAMHU. BOHM pi3HATBCA y OaraTbOX BiJHOIICHHSX;
OCTaHHE MOKe OyTH, MpU MOTPeOdl, MPUHECEHE Y KEePTBY 3apajiv MEPILOro; ajle BOHU He CylepeyaTh
oquH onHomy. IleBHe BimuyTTs mornsagiB Tomu Ha 3B'I30K MK LUMH chepaMu JIFOJCHKOTO
ICHYBaHHSI MO’KHAa IMOYEPIHYTH 3 HOro po3ayMmiB Mpo 3B'SI30K MK aepxasoto 1 Llepksoro. lleit
CTOCYHOK YIOJIOHIOETBCS JIO CTOCYHKY MIX PO3yMOM 1 BipOl0. AHAJOTIYHO JI0 po3yMmy, JepikKaBa
Ma€ BJIACTHUBI IS Hel 1 He3allexH1 1Tl ¥ 3aco0u s iXHBO1 peanizaiii. BoHa € aBTOHOMHOO Y
CBOIX LUIAX 1 1isX. Ta 1e Bce He 3MiHIOE TOTro (haKTy, 110 MPUPOIHA METa JAEP)KaBH, KA MOJIATae y
3a0e3neyeHH] JIACHKOr0 HEJTOCKOHAIOTO LIACTs, MIAMOPSIAKOBAaHA JIIOJICHKIM HaANPUPOAHIN MeETI
JIOCKOHAJIOTO HIACTS, 110 € MUTOMOIO TypOoToto LlepkBu. Llei cTocyHOK MiANOpSAKYBaHHS MOPsA 31
CTOCYHKOM Y4acTi 703BoJisie ToM1 BUCIIOBUTH CBO€ MEPEKOHAHHS, 110 XPUCTUSHCHKUHN Jep KaBHUM
Jisi9 y CBOEMY HaMaraHHi 30praHi3yBaTy JIIOJCHKY CHUIBHOTY 3aJJI1 METH OCATHEHHS 11 MUTOMHX



MPUPOJHUX IIUICH 3aBXKIW MOBUHEH OpaTw 0 yBaru OUThII (yHIAMEHTAIIbHI HAIIPUPOIHI LI
JIFOJICBKOTO ICHYBaHHS 1 JiSATH y TAPMOHIT 3 HUMH.

3 iHImoro 60Ky, OTOTOXKHEHHS PENIrifHOTO XKHUTTS JIOAWHY 3 ii MOJITHYHUM ICHYBAaHHSM, SIK
e BiIOYBAEThCS B TEOJOTIi BHU3BOJIEHHS, IIUJIKOM YyXe Iymili ToMmu AKBIHCHKOTO 3 HOTO
HaMOJIATAaHHIM Ha CIOTIIsAaHHI bora sk IeHTpaibHOMY eIeMEeHTI JTIFOACHKOro macTs. Toma BBakae,
110 «BIAMOBIIHO JI0 TOTO, KMM JIFOJMHA € 1 YUM BOJIOZIE, BOHA HE € MPU3HAYCHA IS MOJITHKH; 1
3BiJICH BUIUIMBAE, TiMHICTh YU HETAHICTH 11 Nii HE BH3HAYAETHCS IMEPEAYCIM Y BIIHONIICHHI 10
nomitukm» [1, I-1I, .21, a.4, ad.3]. ¥V cnornananHi ictuHu 1 bora mroguHa BUXOIUTH 3a MEXI
CYCHUIBHOTO 1 TOJITUYHOTO JKUTTS 1 BCTyNae B OUIbIN Oe3nocepeniii 1 OIrmK4Inii B3a€MO3B’ 30K 3
OCTaTOYHOIO METOIO JTIFOJCHKOTO ICHYBaHHS.
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Tapac J[looxo. CB. @®oma AKBHUHCKMI O KOHEYHOH IeJH 4YeJIOBEYeCKOro
cymecrBoBanus B Cymme Teosoruu I-1I. B cratee paccmarpuBaroTcs B3IJsAbl CPEAHEBEKOBOTO
¢dunocoda u 6orocnora @ombl AKBUHCKOTO O KOHEUHOH IETM YeTTOBEYECKOM KU3HU U €€ 3HAUCHUHU
JUIL y4acTUsl 4elloBeKa B OOIIECTBEHHO-IOIUTUYECKON >KU3HU. ABTOpP MCXOJUT U3 TOHUMAHUS
9BJAIMOHMHN KaK WHKJIIO3MBHOMW 1I€JIM YEJIOBEYECKOTO CYIIECTBOBAHHUS, OXBAaTHIBAIOILIECH BCE BU/IbI
671ar, K KOTOPBIM YEJIOBEYECKHE €CTECTBEHHbIE CTPEMJICHUS HalpaBlIeHbl paju ux camux. Bmecte ¢
pasrpaHUYeHHEeM HECOBEPILIEHHOTO M COBEPIIEHHOIO CYACThs, MpeaIaraeTcs KpUTHYECKOe
paccMOTpeHHE B3IIS10B TOMBI OTHOCHTENBHO JOKAJIW3AaLUA UCTUHHOTO CYAacThsl B JEATEIbHOCTU
TEOPETUYECKOTr0 pa3yma U Mo3HaBaTeNbHOrO co3epuanus boxecrBeHHol CylHOCTH.

KiroueBble cJjioBa: 3BIAliMOHHMA, CYACTbE, YEJIOBEUECKas MPHUPOJA, CO3EpLAHUE,
no0poaerenb, 001eCTBO, MOJUTHYECKAS KU3HL, DOMa AKBUHCKUH.

Taras Dobko. St. Thomas on the last end of human life in Summa Theologica, I-11. This
article presents the views of the medieval philosopher and theologian Thomas Aquinas about the
final end of human life and its meaning for the human person’s participation in social and political
life. We adopt understanding of eudaimonia as the inclusive end of human existence comprising all
kinds of goods that are willed in human natural strivings for their own sake. While distinguishing
between the notions of imperfect and perfect happiness, we offer a critical analysis of St. Thomas’
views on the localization of the true happiness in the activity of theoretical intellect and cognitive
contemplation of the Divine Essence.

Keywords: eudaimonia, happiness, human nature, contemplation, virtue, God, society,
political life, Thomas Aquinas.



